
ATA CARNET - HOW TO COMPLETE THE GENERAL LIST OF GOODS  
 
The General List must be comprehensive in its information i.e.  
 

• The list must be individually itemised, detailed and valued.   The value in column 5 must reflect 
the true commercial value in the UK and at least a total weight must appear on the General 
List.  

 

• Goods comprising several separate parts (including spare parts and accessories) may be given 
a single item number. If so, the nature, the value and, if necessary, the weight of each separate 
part shall be entered in column 2 and only the total weight and value should appear in columns 
4 and 5  

 

• Items answering to the same description may be grouped provided that each item so grouped 
is given a separate item number. If the items grouped are not of the same value, description 
or weight their respective values, and, if appropriate, weights shall be specified in column 2  

 

• Packing List terminology such as “Box of”, “Box containing”, “Assorted”, “Various”, 
“Accessories” and liberal use of the phrase “set of” (other than for cables) cannot be used as 
part of the description of goods, as they do not clarify what is actually being taken. The only 
instances where packaging information could be used is in the format of sub-headings within 
the list (i.e. not as an actual item).  

 

• There must be a total value in words and figures (preferably sterling) - or if in another currency 
the sterling equivalent must be inserted.  

 

• There should be a statement: "Goods In Free Circulation" i.e. the goods have been produced 
in the UK or, on importation into the UK, have paid all relevant duties.  

 

• There should be no consumables i.e. perishable goods.  
 

• The country of origin must be completed in the two-digit ISO code. 

EXAMPLE OF A CORRECT LIST 

 



EXAMPLE OF INCORRECT LIST 

 

 

 

Errors on the above list are:  
 

• numbering in column 1  

• (7/10) only identical items can be grouped together on the same line  

• (13) item has not been described in sufficient detail  

• (14/15) currency inconsistent with the rest of the document  

• (18) numbering in column 3 (and subsequently column 1) incorrect  

• (19/20) commercial / generic description of item required as well  

• 21) cannot itemise as “box of” of “bag of”. Contents must be itemised instead. In this case 
Carpet rolls (stating length) and floor panels (stating dimensions) would have to be itemised 
on separate lines and correct quantities stated.  

• Need total value for weight and value. Also value in words  

• Packing List terminology such as “Box of”, “Box containing”, “Assorted”, “Various” cannot be 
used as part of the description of goods as they do not clarify what is actually being taken. The 
only instances where packing information could be used is as sub-headings within the list (i.e. 
not as an actual item).  

• Exception to the rule:  

• Cables – it is permissible to itemise cables as a set (as opposed to showing individual cables)  

• Toolbox – weight must be shown; if the value of the toolbox is higher than £150 then number 

of pieces must be shown in the description (toolbox can only contain hand tools – any 

electrical items would have to be itemised individually). 

 

 


